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Population 2009: 6,512,359   Population growth forecast 2009-2013: 6.7%   Median household income: $57,132

Washington Dept. of Commerce
128 10th Ave. SW
Olympia, WA 98504
Rogers Weed, Dir.
360-725-4000

Governor: Christine Gregoire (D)
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Legislative Update

Gov. Chris Gregoire signed House Bill 1906 in February, which will give •	
Washingtonians receiving unemployment insurance an additional $45 
a week in benefits, coming at the same time the federal government 
is increasing benefits by $25 a week. The combined state and 
federal increases will mean $70 more a week for Washingtonians on 
unemployment.

The state economic and community development agency was renamed •	
the Dept. of Commerce and re-tasked to maintain a focus on jobs 
and economic development. Restructuring recommendations were 
submitted to Gov. Gregoire and the legislature in November 2009.
A measure passed ensuring that land-use planning allows major ports •	
to thrive.
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