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—Gov. Steve Beshear, Sept. 3, 2014, in Jamestown, Ky. The boating industry
contributes more than $826 million a year to the commonwealth’s economy.

Gov. Steve Beshear (D)

Pop. (2014): 4,412,188 Pop. growth 2014—2019: 2.36%
Median household income: $48,471 Median age: 37.9
Right-to-work state: No
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e House Bill 301 makes it easier for any eligible small business to
apply and qualify for the Kentucky Small Business Tax Credit.

e Other economic development legislation signed into law in 2014
resulted in $30 million in bonds to extend high-speed broadband
access across the state via the Next Generation Information

Rankings that Matter

GDP 31 ($170,667*)
Business Tax Climate 26
Small Business Policy. 36
ACT Career Readiness Certificates...........8 (90,609)
High School Graduation 35 (82%)
Incentives Transparency Index 5

*Real GDP in US millions

Highway, beginning in Eastern Kentucky; $24 million in bonds to

build an advanced manufacturing training center in Georgetown;

$200,000 each year to fund administrative costs of the “Shaping
Our Appalachian Region” initiative; and $2 million each year for a
new Regional Strategic Development Fund.
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Lexington is a great place for business.

No. ]2

MOST HIGHLY EDUCATED
CITYINTHEUS
Population 25 years or aldor,
has st least o bachelor's degroe

UE Cangirs Buvaay, 2N ALS

No. ]O

MOST EDUCATED CITY WITH
AN ADVANCED DEGREE

-U5 Cansvs Burgau, 2013 A0

No. ]

MI0-SIZE COMBUNITY
-Faurtly Ecanaey, 2071

No. 7

BESTCITY IN TERMS
OF BUSINESS COSTS

~KFMG Compatitive Alfamanives, 204

No. 24

WORLD'S SMARTEST CITIES
- Naromal Geographic, 2004

No. 7

BEST MIDEIZECITY FORJORS
—Forbas, 2003

ommunities. Fo

GinaH. Greathoy

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT




