
• A new measure allocates $4 million to be shared by the eight 
regions of the state that comprise the Louisiana Regional Leadership 
Council for economic development and workforce development.
• A new law overhauls the state’s career education system by 
aligning career and technical education in high schools with high-

growth, high-wage jobs in a newly designed Jump Start program. 
• The Workforce and Innovation for a Stronger Economy (WISE) 
Fund, a $40 million workforce incentive fund for higher education 
institutions to support degree and certificate production and 
research productivity in high-demand fields. 
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“Today’s topping-off ceremony fulfills another milestone in our 
commitment to position Louisiana as a leader in the global 
technology sector. IBM’s Baton Rouge technology center will 
propel Louisiana on the cutting-edge of innovation, with Baton 
Rouge serving as a thriving landmark for major businesses 
and technology projects.”

—Gov. Bobby Jindal, Dec. 15, 2014, at the topping off ceremony 
for IBM’s 800-job Technology Center under construction in Baton Rouge
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