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e The “Tennessee Promise” bill guarantees high school graduates
two years at a community or technical college completely free of
tuition and fees. It’s part of Gov. Haslam’s “Drive to 55” initiative
aimed at increasing the number of Tennesseans with a certificate or
degree beyond high school: “In 11 years, 55 percent of Tennesseans
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Pop. (2014): 6,526,257 Pop. growth 2014—2019: 3.12%
Median household income: $50,729 Median age: 38
Right-to-work state: Yes
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will need a certificate or degree to get a job,” said the Haslam
administration, “but today, only 32 percent of Tennesseans qualify.”
e The Tennessee Chamber of Commerce & Industry applauded
workers’ compensation reform, unemployment insurance reform and
charter school authorization, among other measures passed in 2014.



