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• In November, Mississippi submitted its Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) plan for
review to the US Department of Labor, the first
state to do so. Objectives of Mississippi’s WIOA plan
include closing the middle skills job gap, increasing
workforce participation, connecting job seekers in
real-time with economic opportunities and meeting
the recruitment needs of current and prospective
businesses.

• Legislators passed a nearly $6.3-billion budget. The
majority of increased revenue collections will go to
K-12 public education, and include increases for
public community and junior colleges and for public
universities.

• The Mississippi Legislature approved $200
million in bond financing to pay for transportation
infrastructure.

Mississippi

GDP

Gov. Phil Bryant (R)

Pop. (2014): 3,027,530 	 Pop. growth 2013–2018: 2.5% 
Median household income: $35,521  Median age: 36.7
Credit Rating: AA/Stable	 Right-to-work state: Yes

Legislative Update

“We have a low-cost workforce here. The cost of living is 
much better here than in many other states. We have 
helped create a state that is drawing companies like 
Yokohama that looked at 28 states and 3,000 sites.”

— Gov. Phil Bryant, 2015 Mississippi Development Guide

Business Tax Climate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   20

Legal Climate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        43

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure  . . . . .     36 (410,543)

ACT Career Readiness Certificates . . . . .    41 (736)

Lowest Electric Power Cost . . . . . . . . .         17 (9.59)

Fiscal Solvency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       33

College Attainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              47 (30.5%)

*Real GDP in US millions 
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•	 The legislature passed a $38-billion budget, which 
reflects a 3-percent increase over the previous fiscal 
year. The budget addressed a $1.8-billion structural 
deficit without new taxes, while investing in education 
and transportation, and included the creation of the 
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Fiscal 
Management and Control Board. 

•	 Other items in the budget: $10 million to fund the 
Infrastructure Investment Incentive Program, or I-Cubed, 
a public-private partnership program for economic 
development; $2 million in development grants in 
urban communities as part of the administration’s 
Urban Agenda; and $1 million for the Transformative 
Development Initiative’s support of Gateway Cities.

Massachusetts
Gov. Charlie Baker (R)

Pop. (2014): 6,689,353 	 Pop. growth 2013–2018: 3%
Median household income: $63,151  Median age: 39.4
Credit Rating: AA+/Negative 	 Right-to-work state: No

Legislative Update

“… Expanding the Earned Income Tax Credit 
[EITC] is a critical tool to provide tax relief to 
over 400,000 low-income individuals and working 
families.” 

— Gov. Charlie Baker, announcing an increase in the EITC from 
15 percent to 23 percent of the federal EITC, July 17, 2015

Business Tax Climate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   25

Legal Climate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        17

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure  . . . . .     5 (3,500,516)

ACT Career Readiness Certificates . . . . .    45 (505)

Lowest Electric Power Cost . . . . . . . .         45 (16.11)

Fiscal Solvency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       48

College Attainment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               1 (51.5%)
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