
only a limited contribution from greenfield 
investment projects. And M&A projects, while 
representing large transfers of capital, often result 
in few positive benefits to the existing workforce, 
especially if the acquiring company consolidates 
operations. Worse, last year’s rate of global M&A, 
which propped up FDI figures dramatically, 
is almost certainly unsustainable, meaning 
this report may look far different next year.

On the plus side, according to the UNCTAD 
report, developing economies saw FDI inflows 
reach a record US$741 billion, an increase 
of 5 percent over 2014, and developing Asia 
attracted the largest percentage of FDI 
in the world. That’s the good news.

The bad? Africa, Latin America and 
the Caribbean saw big drops, with 
commodities exports dragging down 
entire economies. Projections say 2016 
will be even worse, not just in the 
aforementioned regions, but globally. 

The UNCTAD report included this dire 
warning: “Barring another wave of M&A 
deals and corporate reconfigurations, 
FDI f lows are expected to decline in 
2016, ref lecting the fragility of the global 
economy, volatility of global financial 
markets, weak aggregate demand and 
a significant deceleration in some 
large emerging market economies.”

So while it is only prudent to look with 
great interest, and perhaps a little allowable 
anxiety, at global economic flows in the 
coming months, today Site Selection’s 
rankings focus on the good, on the many 
successes from a very successful year in global 
expansion. No amount of anxiety about 
tomorrow can obscure the positive successes 
we celebrate in this issue. We congratulate the 
countries that made the top 10 in each region, 
the companies whose growth made these 
successes possible, and the men and women 
and their families in each nation who directly 
benefit from all this economic activity. 

1. India 350

2. China 205

3. United Kingdom 154

4. Poland 118

5. Vietnam 117

6. Japan 114

7. Mexico 94

8. Slovakia 86

9. Russia 75

10. Thailand 71
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