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hecause they simply cannot hire enough people. It needs constant attention.” Scott Stern

— Gov. Dennis Daugaard, in a speech to legislators Jan. 12, 2016 COMMISSIONER
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Gov. Dennis Daugaard (R) sdreadytowork.com

Pop. (2016): 872,884 Pop. growth 2016-2021: 1.17%
s 0 u t h D a kota Median household income: $50,322  Median age: 37.7
Credit Rating: AAA/Stable Right-to-work state: Yes

Legislative Update P 2

* In February, lawmakers passed and the governor signed it hd
HB 1084, considered among the most important business Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2016-2017: 0 GDP
legislation in the state. The measure clarifies workers’ 49
compensation law. The state Supreme Court had ruled existing
law was ambiguous, and a woman injured at one job had sought
compensation not just from that job but also through three
other part-time employers.

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure: $103,368

12

Also in February, the legislature passed an Act to authorize
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municipalities to create programs to encourage housing
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¢ In November, voters approved a referendum to ensure the
state’s technical colleges do not fall under the purview of the
state board of regents. Ambiguity surrounding oversight of the
institutes had blunted their development, supporters said.

College Attainment Percent: 45.1%
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Lowest Electric Power Cost (cents/kWh): 7.76

2015 GDP

(in millions of current US$)

$47,244
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