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Legislative Update
•• The Wyoming Legislature passed revisions to certain state 

business expansion programs. One such measure mandates 
that at least 25 percent of the total cost of expansion projects 
come from funding sources not provided by the state through 
loans and loan guarantees.

•• In April, lawmakers voted to increase the speed limit from 65 
mph to 70 mph on Wyoming’s vast secondary roads. Two years 
ago, Wyoming boosted the speed limit on its Interstates to 80 
mph.

•• The legislature, in May, cut about $36 million from public school 
funding over the next two years as lawmakers confront a slump 
in tax revenues due to plunging mineral prices.

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2016-2017: 0

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure: $56,996

Number of NCRCs: 8,668 | Percent Improvement 2016-2017: 10%

Lowest Electric Power Cost (cents/kWh): 6.87

College Attainment Percent: 46.4%
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Wyoming

“Wyoming leads the nation in classroom broadband connectivity. All districts 
have access to our lightning fast statewide network. We must continue to 
build on this success.”
— Gov. Matt Mead, highlighting the Wyoming Classroom Connectivity Initiative on October 5, 2016

Pop. (2016): 599,928	 Pop. growth 2016–2021: 0.91%
Median household income: $56,893	 Median age: 37.7
Credit Rating: AAA/Negative	 Right-to-work state: Yes
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Did You Know?	
Mining is the largest sector in the Wyoming economy, accounting for about one quarter of the gross state product. Oil wells were first 
drilled in the 1860’s, and today petroleum remains one of the state’s most important minerals. Wyoming also mines sodium carbonate, 
uranium, iron and gold.

Wyoming is the nation’s least populated state. Its population of 584,000 is two-thirds that of the second-least-populous state, Alaska.

Jackson Hole has become the “Davos of central bankers” since the Kansas City Fed moved a policy-making retreat to the resort town in 
1978. The annual conference is held at Jackson Lake Lodge, which remains open as the symposium takes place.

Wyoming ranked second in the 2015 Kauffman Index of Entrepreneurship, a measure of state and metropolitan startup activity. 
Startup firms per 100,000 resident population rose from 204.8 in 2014 to 216.3 in 2015.

Selected Corporate Facility Projects 2015
				    NEW/		  INVESTMENTCOMPANY	 CITY	 COUNTY	 TYPE 	

EXPANDED	
PRODUCT	

(US$ M)	
EMP

Standard Alcohol Company Of America	 Cheyenne	 Laramie	 MF	 N 	 Chemicals	 76	 32
Cody Laboratories	 Cody	 Park	 MF	 E 	 Pharmaceuticals	 45	 39
Atlas Carbon	 Gillette	 Campbell	 MF	 E	 Chemicals	 25
WMC/PBD	 Pine Bluffs	 Laramie	 MF	 N	 Breweries	 3	 9
Wyoming Malting Co.	 Pine Bluffs	 Laramie	 MF	 N	 Malt	 3
Bright Agrotech	 Laramie	 Albany	 HQ	 N	 Crops	 2	 40
Wyoming Authentics Products	 Cody	 Park	 MF	 E	 Meat Processing	 1	 14

DT = Data Center | MF = Manufacturing | OF = Office | HQ = Headquarters | RD = Research & Development | DW = Distribution/Warehouse
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