
• ConocoPhillips and BP provided written assurances
they will commit to a process to make available their
share of Alaska’s North Slope gas to a future gas
pipeline project. Because of this commitment, Gov.
Walker said he would not introduce a bill during the
Oct. 2015 special session proposing a property
tax on gas leases within the Prudhoe Bay and Point
Thomson units.

• Because of falling oil revenues, the FY2016 budget
signed into law in July included a 34.2-percent
reduction ($13.8 million) in funding to the state’s
commerce and economic development agency.

• A bill signed in June ended the state’s film production
incentive program.

• A new law creates a Marijuana Control Board tasked
with developing regulations covering aspects of
marijuana cultivation, processing, and commercial
sale.
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“I explained to Governor Inslee that the oil industry is 
to Alaska what Microsoft, Boeing and Amazon is to 
Washington.” 

— Gov. Bill Walker, May 2015, after visiting Washington Gov. Jay Inslee,  
an offshore drilling opponent
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• A new law allows taxpayers who make renewable
energy investments in an enterprise zone to elect to
receive a refund from the state equal to 80 percent
of their investment tax credit in amounts that may be
up to $750,000 annually, foregoing 20 percent of the
credit for the ability to receive the refund.

• “If one believes that preventing the legislature from
harming the business climate is a success, then the
2015 session was a success,” read a summary from
the Colorado Association of Commerce & Industry.

• Among the dead measures opposed by the CACI were
a resolution that would have put a constitutional
amendment to increase the state minimum wage
on the ballot; and a measure that “would have set
in motion state studies of business tax incentives
without insuring fairness and objectivity.”
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“We continue to work closely with industry to 
make sure students and jobseekers can navigate 
pathways to in-demand careers.” 

— Gov. John Hickenlooper, speaking at the Oct. 2015 release of the Colorado 
Workforce Development Council’s annual Colorado Talent Pipeline Report
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