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• Department of Motor Vehicle (DMV) fees will increase
in order to generate new revenue for transportation
funding. Additionally, DelDOT plans to increase
oversized vehicle permits from $10 to $30, supersize
permits from $30 to $60, and an over-the-legal-limit
weight fee will increase from $5 to $10 per 8,000
pounds.

• A high school study abroad program was expanded
with support from China’s largest auto parts
manufacturer, Wanxiang, and the China General
Chamber of Commerce, and will send up to 30
students to China next summer.

• According to Delaware State News, bills expected to
come up during the second leg of the 148th General
Assembly, in 2016, “include a proposal to allow
Delaware Technical Community College to levy a
property tax on state residents, a push to raise the
minimum wage and an act to repeal the estate tax.”
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Legislative Update

“Their choice of Delaware affirms that we have 
embraced the new economy.” 

— Gov. Jack Markell, Oct. 30, after welcoming a pledge by JP Morgan Chase to hire 1,800 
people and invest $150 million in a facility expansion by 2019
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New laws in 2015:
• authorize the High Technology Development

Corporation to provide 50 percent matching grants
to Hawaii awardees of alternative energy research
grants from the Office of Naval Research;

• increase renewable energy portfolio standards to
30 percent by December 31, 2020; 70 percent by
December 31, 2040; and 100 percent by December
31, 2045.

• establish the Hawaii Healthcare Workforce
Advisory Board to help increase and strengthen the
healthcare workforce in the State;

• prohibit noncompete and nonsolicit clauses in
employment contracts relating to employees of a
technology business;

• appropriate funds for marketing Hawaii and Hawaii’s
higher education institutions to international
students.
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Legislative Update

“We will focus increased attention on the 
opportunities represented by IT and innovation 
sectors in energy, agriculture, and the creative 
media.” 

— Gov. David Ige, summarizing his first year’s accomplishments and goals in a 
speech to the Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, Dec. 2, 2015 
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