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• The 64th Legislative Assembly supported Gov. Jack
Dalrymple’s initiatives for continued job creation,
workforce development and economic growth in
several ways, including $7.5 million for further
development of Grand Sky, the first commercial
Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) business and
aviation park in the nation, and funding for other UAS
programs; $3.25 million for entrepreneurship grants
and vouchers to assist startup businesses; and $1.5
million for base retention grants in Minot, Grand
Forks, and Fargo.

• Workforce funding included $1.55 million for the
Operation Intern program; $3 million for training
grants at tribal community colleges; and $4 million to
train North Dakotans for diversifying careers, and to
promote industry-college partnerships.
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Legislative Update

“We have worked hard to diversify our economy and 
grow our targeted business sectors, while capitalizing 
on emerging technologies and industries.”

 — Gov. Jack Dalrymple, Oct 8, 2015 in Fargo, speaking at the  
Governor’s Summit on Economic Growth
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• Excerpts from a memo by Tonkon Torp LLP: On the
economic development front, the legislature made
several new investments in infrastructure financing
tools, added flexibility to enterprise zone creation
and tackled several tax issues effecting growth and
investment in Oregon.

• HB 2734 gives local governments the option to
create a local land bank, to help address remediation
liability and find new investment in brownfield sites.

• HB 2643 removes the statutory cap on the number
of Enterprise-Zones, providing greater flexibility for
local governments to work with Business Oregon to
sponsor zones when potential projects emerge.

• Oregon Inc. received nearly $18 million, less than
requested, but with a commitment for base-level
budgeting going forward. The Oregon Growth Fund
was initially defunded, but stakeholders weighed in
during the final days to salvage $500,000.
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Gov. Kate Brown (D)
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Credit Rating: AA+/Stable	 Right-to-work state: No

Legislative Update

“In 2014, Oregon’s economy grew sufficiently 
to add 52,600 jobs, and that positive trend 
continues, with 39,000 new jobs added between 
January and December 2015. Our job growth rate 
is a full percentage point higher than the national 
average. We must keep this up.”

— Gov. Kate Brown on Dev. 14, 2015, addressing the Business Leadership Summit
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