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Legislative Update
• Gov. McAuliffe initially sought to cut the funding of GO Virginia, 

a regional economic development initiative, by $15 million, but 
half of that was restored by the General Assembly, resulting in 
a budget of around $28 million to be distributed regionally for 
project grants and economic diversification planning.

• Gov. McAuliffe in December took budget actions and signed an 
executive order addressing Virginia’s teacher shortage.

• In an interview with Site Selection, outgoing Gov. Terry 
McAuliffe said of new legislation overhauling Virginia Economic 
Development Partnership governance, “The board was 
worthless. Why would you not ask about return on investment, 
about how we did on every deal? … The governor had zero 
authority. I couldn’t get reports, nor could the legislature. The 
whole thing was goofy.”

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2017-2018: +1
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Virginia

“About half of all job openings in Virginia are projected to be new collar jobs 
requiring less than a four-year degree, especially in areas like cybersecurity, 
computer/IT, healthcare, early childhood education, and construction trades.”
— Gov.-Elect Ralph Northam, February 2017, announcing his proposed G3 program that involves paying 

for student’s tuition and fees toward technical degrees and certifications in exchange for one year of 
public service

Pop. (2017): 8,513,496 Pop. growth 2017–2022: 0.92%
Median household income: $66,285 Median age: 38.5
Credit Rating: AAA/Negative Right-to-work state: Yes
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Legislative Update
• In June, Washington became the fifth state to adopt paid 

family leave: The Family and Medical Leave Insurance Program 
will provide up to 16 weeks of leave for those wanting to take 
time off to care for a new infant or care for a family member. 
Depending on their earnings, employees will receive up to 90 
percent of their wage or salary or up to $1,000 per week. 

• The program will be implemented by 2020.

• In June, at the facility of Echodyne, a radar technology startup 
in Bellevue, Gov. Jay Inslee signed an executive order to support 
safe testing and operation of autonomous vehicles.

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2017-2018: 0

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure: $1,649,918

Number of NCRCs: 4,982 | Percent Improvement 2017-2018: 8%

Lowest Electric Power Cost (cents/kWh): 4.87

ITIF Score: 84.5
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Washington

“Today, I am here with the hope that together we will usher in a new era — one 
that moves past polluting fossil fuels and embraces a clean-energy future. 
There is no doubt in my mind that clean-energy technologies open doors to 
economic prosperity.”
— Gov. Jay Inslee, Nov. 21, 2017, addressing the legislature of British Columbia, Canada, during a 

day of meetings with BC Premier John Horgan

Pop. (2017): 7,311,450 Pop. growth 2017–2022: 1.13%
Median household income: $64,691 Median age: 38.3
Credit Rating: AA+/Stable Right-to-work state: No
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