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“We’re moving the needle all around Georgia, but we want to 
bring more to rural Georgia because they’re the ones that need it 
most right now.”
— Gov. Brian Kemp, announcing a “rural strike team” to advance economic development in 

sparsely populated areas
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Graph dimensions: 86.52 px W 43.216 px H
Y-axis: Gotham XNarrow Bold 3 pt
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Georgia Pop. (2019): 10,655,025 Pop. growth 2019–2024: 1.1%
Median household income (2019): $56,932 Median age (2019): 37
Credit Rating: AAA/Stable Right-to-work state: Yes

Legislative Update
• A $3,000 pay increase for all certifi ed teachers and public-school personnel 

is to cost Georgia $530 million in FY 2020. Legislators also increased spending 
for K-12 education, post-secondary education, healthcare, rural assistance 
and transportation. 

• A new 4% sales tax on the purchase of digital products such as e-books, 
video games and music is to generate revenue to fund rural broadband 
projects. A provision to extend the tax to streaming services was stripped 
from the legislation. 

• As of January 1, 2020, online sellers are subject to sales tax collection based 
on a “nexus” threshold of $100,000 annual gross revenue in Georgia. The 
previous threshold was $250,000. 

• A law adopted in May to ban most abortions as early as six weeks into 
pregnancy was temporarily blocked by a federal judge in October. A group of 
Hollywood actors had called on studios to boycott Georgia’s $9.5 billion fi lm 
industry. At least 10 major production houses, including Disney, AMC, Netfl ix, 
WarnerMedia and Viacom, all have issued statements saying they would 
reconsider fi lming in the state should the law go into e� ect.

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure in $000s: 2,473,503

Number of NCRCs: 343,385 | Percent Improvement 2019–2020: 0.85%

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2019–2020: 4

Industrial power cost per kWh: $5.94

Total Revenue as Share of Total Expenses, FY 2004-2018: 102.0%

2019 Workers’ Comp Index Rate: 2.27

Did You Know?
Site Selection in November ranked Georgia’s business climate as tops in the nation for a record seventh consecutive year. 

Oprah Winfrey, Spike Lee, Beyoncé, Denzel Washington and Samuel L. Jackson were among celebrities to attend the grand opening of the $250 million Tyler Perry Studios 
in October. The 330-acre (135-hectare) complex on the grounds of the former Fort McPherson in Atlanta already features a hospital set, a mock jumbo jet, airport terminal, 
trailer park and a White House replica. 

According to the Census Bureau, Forsyth County, north of Atlanta, has the fastest-growing Asian population in the United States, expanding by 199% from 2017 to 2018. 

Jennifer Kupcho, then the world’s top-ranked women’s amateur golfer, won the inaugural Augusta National Women’s Amateur, held the week before the 2019 Masters. The 
tournament marked the fi rst time that women have competed on the famed golf course. 

Selected Corporate Facility Projects 2019
    NEW/  INVESTMENTCOMPANY CITY COUNTY TYPE  

EXPANDED 
PRODUCT 

(US$ M) 
EMP

Norfolk Southern Corp. Atlanta Fulton HQ N  Logistics 575 850

Nestle Purina Petcare Co. Hartwell Hart MF/DW N  Animal Food 500 240

Ball Corp. Rome Floyd MF  N  Metal 200 180

Plastic Express Pooler Chatham MF N  Plastics 172 166

Georgia-Pacifi c Albany Dougherty MF N  Sawmills   150 130

Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co. Newnan Coweta DW N  Tires 140 250

Georgia-Pacifi c Warrenton Warren MF N  Sawmills 135 80

Arglass Southeast Valdosta Lowndes MF N  Glass 123 150

Starbucks Corp. Augusta Richmond MF E  Co� ee 121 100

Hitachi Automotive Systems Americas Monroe Walton MF E Auto Parts 100 100

Kubota Corp. Gainesville Hall RD N Machinery 85 

PVH Corp. Palmetto Fulton DW N Clothing 78 575

Invesco Atlanta Fulton HQ N Financial Services 70 500

Harrison Poultry Crawfordville Taliaferro MF E Animal Food 70 102

Beach Timber Co. Alma Bacon MF E Sawmills 67 60

Mars Wrigley Confectionery US Gainesville Hall MF N Food 60 126

Sandler Nonwoven Corp. Perry Houston MF/DW E Fabrics 60 70

Kroger Co. Forest Park Clayton DW N Food 55 400

DT = Data Center | MF = Manufacturing | OF = O�  ce | HQ = Headquarters | RD = Research & Development | DW = Distribution/Warehouse




