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“I truly believe that we need to take every opportunity that we 
can to continue connecting West Virginia to the outside world. 
And increasing access to broadband, through a project of this 
magnitude, is the perfect way to do that.”
— Gov. Jim Justice, Nov. 2019, at the groundbreaking for Facebook’s New River Project that 

will install broadband infrastructure from Virginia to Ohio
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West Virginia Pop. (2019): 1,895,632 Pop. growth 2019–2024: 0.08%
Median household income (2019): $43,672 Median age (2019): 43
Credit Rating: AA-/Stable Right-to-work state: Yes

Legislative Update
A new law establishes the WV Invests Grant Initiative, a “last dollar in” program 
that means students who qualify fi rst use federal and state grant awards to pay 
for their education at community and technical colleges in the state, then WV 
Invests grants cover the remaining costs for tuition and fees. 

Three measures signed into law in March incentivize job creation by coal 
companies, in part via coal severance tax rebates. 

After passing education legislation that allows the establishment of charter 
schools in the state, o�  cials in November were still hashing out rules defi ning 
and governing them, opening policy recommendations for public comment. 
Charter schools will not open in West Virginia until fall 2021 at the earliest. 

The West Virginia DOT reported that 541 projects — worth $385.1 million and 
spanning 1,185 miles in all 55 counties — have been completed through the 
state’s two-year-old Roads To Prosperity program, with a total of $1.1 billion in 
projects scheduled to be completed or underway by the end of 2019.

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure in $000s: 211,695

Number of NCRCs: 68,594 | Percent Improvement 2019–2020: 1.68%

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2019–2020: -1

Industrial power cost per kWh: $5.96

Total Revenue as Share of Total Expenses, FY 2004-2018: 105.0%

2019 Workers’ Comp Index Rate: 1.01
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“Wyoming people have always persevered through adversity. 
Our conservatism is crucial as we exhibit fi scal restraint and 
acknowledge that government cannot be everything to everyone.”
— Gov. Mark Gordon, Nov. 18, 2019, announcing a conservative two-year budget because of 

declining energy revenues, but which includes funding for energy R&D
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Wyoming Pop. (2019): 601,166 Pop. growth 2019–2024: 0.39%
Median household income (2019): $58,782 Median age (2019): 38
Credit Rating: AA+/Stable Right-to-work state: Yes

Legislative Update
Two separate measures created a fi nancial technology sandbox program and a 
medical digital innovation sandbox program. 

The newly created Wyoming works program provides student grants and grants 
to community colleges for credential programs (technical training programs) to 
address workforce needs, funded by approximately $2 million to the colleges 
and $3 million toward student grants. 

The Wyoming Department of Agriculture has submitted a plan to the USDA to 
regulate the hemp industry.

Higher Ed. R&D Expenditure in $000s: 113,063

Number of NCRCs: 9,819 | Percent Improvement 2019–2020: 3.50%

Business Tax Climate Rank Change 2019–2020: 0

Industrial power cost per kWh: $6.68

Total Revenue as Share of Total Expenses, FY 2004-2018: 125.1%

2019 Workers’ Comp Index Rate: 1.87


