
Legislative Update
 • Gov. Inslee in December outlined his climate policy package for the 

2021–2023 biennium. Proposals include a cap on statewide greenhouse gas 
emissions; a clean fuel standard; requiring new buildings to be carbon-free 
by 2030 and eliminating fossil fuels from existing buildings by 2050.

 • A new measure authorizes sports wagering subject to the terms of tribal-
state gaming compacts.

 • The Reed Smith law firm reports that the Washington State Department 
of Revenue will not implement certain industry-targeted Business and 
Occupation tax surcharges that went into effect on January 1, 2020, until 
further notice. Pending legislation would repeal the surcharges and replace 
them with higher rates targeting larger companies across all industries.

 • A new measure extends the sunset date for the Joint Center for Aerospace 
Technology Innovation program to July 1, 2030.
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“Washington state has supported the company with a well-trained 
workforce, a robust supply line, unparalleled infrastructure, world-class 
research institutions and the best business climate in America. If this report is 
true, it would force a review of that partnership, including a hard look at the 

company’s favorable tax treatment.”
— Gov. Jay Inslee, Sept. 30, 2020, on a report by The Wall Street Journal that Boeing will move 787 
production to South Carolina, which Boeing began doing the following week
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Washington Pop. (2020): 7,741,427 Pop. growth 2020–2025: 1.3%
Median household income (2020): $76,403 Median age (2020): 39
Credit Rating: AA+/Stable Right-to-work state: No

Pandemic Response & Recovery

Washington has distributed billions of dollars 
in federal and state funds to help all of the 
state’s industries and workers impacted 

by this pandemic to date, $50 million going straight 
to businesses through Working Washington grants. 
An additional $50 million doubled the number of 
Washington small businesses that will receive aid. 
Industries recently shut down, such as restaurants and 
fitness centers, as well as businesses that have been 
devastatingly impacted throughout the pandemic, like 
music and event venues, have been prioritized.

Established in October, the Washington Recovery 
Group will help state agencies coordinate with local 
governments, higher education and the private sector. 
State agency experts will work with local stakeholders 
and tribal partners to implement recovery solutions and 
pathways in areas that include education and childcare; 
employment; infrastructure and energy; and support for 
small business.

As the manufacturing community came forward, 
the Manufacturing Extension Partnership (MEP) Center 
Impact Washington loaned manufacturing experts to 
the effort. Impact Washington worked alongside the 
Department of Commerce to help over 60 manufacturers 
and business adjust their operations to meet the state’s 
growing need for personal protective equipment (PPE). 
They also provided guidance to businesses to get the 
proper certification and assist them in navigating the 
state procurement and testing process to ensure quality 
and usability of the PPE. More manufacturers retooled 
on their own, and additional manufacturers who already 
were producing PPE reached out to state purchasers.
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